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The Grand Prix's Education Program - teaching what?   24 February 2010
The media spokesperson for Save Albert Park, Peter Logan, said today: "The Grand Prix event promotes and glorifies fast and aggressive driving. At the same time there is heavy promotion of alcohol at the event. Is there a direct link between such promotion and hoon driving?"  Overseas academic studies link motor racing with increased accidents on public roads. To quote from one of them (Warn, Tranter, & Kingham, 2004), “young males who were more interested in legal motorsport events were more likely to engage in risky driving behaviours”.  Here is an urgent case for independent research on such an association.

Mr Logan pointed out that there is a possible third factor. Under the Grand Prix corporation's Education in Motor Sport program, schools are offered free entry on one of two days in race week. 

"Perhaps the government should ponder the parallels between the Top 10 suburbs and towns for the impoundment of hoons' cars and the secondary schools which figure consistently in Save Albert Park's data on school-group attendance at the F1GP in recent years."

Secondary schools attending the F1GP:
St Albans (3)

Werribee (1)

Hoppers Crossing (1)

Shepparton (2)

Frankston (2)
Mill Park (1)
Craigieburn (1)

Reservoir (1)

Sunbury (1)

Top 10 suburbs and towns for hoon impoundments since July 2006
1. St Albans  2.Werribee  3.Hoppers Crossing  4.Shepparton  5.Frankston  6.Mildura  7.Mill Park  8.Craigieburn  9.Reservoir  10. Sunbury; Meadow Heights

Mr Logan commented: "Perhaps schools should more carefully consider any possible influence that an event like the F1GP, and its promotions, might have on teenagers nearing driving age.

"Free entry is not a good enough reason to allow attendance, and the personal interest of teachers in automotive matters should also not be a factor.  The sooner the responsible Ministers, Tim Holding (Major Events), Bronwyn Pike (Education) and Bob Cameron (Police) put their heads together on this joint concern, the better.  As Minister also for the Transport Accident Commission, a longtime sponsor of the F1GP, Mr Holding should take a special interest in this matter.  But Ms Pike should also make public the extent and appropriateness of schools’ participation in an event of increasingly questionable social and environmental benefit." 
   

Contact Peter Logan, spokesperson, Save Albert Park Inc.

9699 1606 (H) 0412 697 074 (M)
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