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                ‘Bleating’ Kennett comes to Brumby’s aid on Grand Prix

    Interviewed on Channel 7, on March 24, 2009, Jeff Kennett defended the cost of staging the F1 Grand Prix. He decried the ‘bleating’ about the financial losses, claiming that they were justified by the training it created in providing hospitality at major events. This laughable claim from the proud father of the Melbourne Grand Prix, fitted exactly into the pattern of nonsense and deliberate deception which has surrounded the event from its inception. 

    It’s not a ‘twilight’ race   The Brumby Government and its agency, the Australian Grand Prix Corporation (AGPC), even find it difficult to tell the truth about any aspect of the event. The 2009 race is being promoted as a ‘twilight’ race, when it is not.  The sun will set 43 minutes after the race is due to finish, and if there are delays, the laps will be cut specifically to avoid the real twilight. 

    The race will not be watched by 350 million people around the world as claimed in the official program for the 2008 event.  That figure is a rough estimate of the cumulative audience for a whole season of 18 F1 races, and the international audience for the Melbourne event has now been stated as 3.9 million by the media, a far more realistic figure.
     There will not be anything like 300,000 thousand race patrons at the 2009 event. This a wild, baseless guess. There are no turnstiles to get an accurate count, there will be thousands of young kids who get in free, and the AGPC adds in everybody inside the circuit, the police and security, the waiters, the cleaners, and even their own staff. 

     The event does not create an economic benefit for Victoria through the spending by interstate and overseas race fans.   After the costs of staging the race are deducted from ticket sales and sponsorship revenue, and the costs of providing services to visitors are deducted from the ‘new money’ they bring in, the net result is a heavy economic as well as a financial loss. This was the finding of the Auditor-General.
    There won’t be a significant influx of tourists after the race. There is no credible evidence that TV broadcast and media coverage of the race puts Victoria ‘on the map’ as a tourist destination. Neither the Auditor-General nor the Government have found any evidence to substantiate this claim.
    The Grand Prix event will not provide ‘four days of adrenaline charged excitement’. If this were so it would not be necessary to add a rock music concert to the program.  Nor would it be necessary to stage the race in a public park close to the city centre.  Formula One claims to be the ‘pinnacle of motor sport’, but far more people will be attending AFL football this weekend and every weekend of home and away matches.

 The Grand Prix is built around transparent hype and false claims. Since 1996, and including 2009, the event will have cost Victoria over $250 million in track construction costs and operating losses.  If the race continues to 2015, the total costs will mount to over $600 million, with absolutely nothing to show for it. 

 The event is bad for Victoria and very bad for Albert Park Reserve.  It cannot be tolerated any longer.  
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