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“You Can Not Be Serious!” No, it’s not John McEnroe to an umpire but Peter Goad, President of Save Albert Park, who is fed up with the outrageous misrepresentations, fudges, inexactitudes, evasions, propaganda and downright lies about the Formula 1 Grand Prix.

“In 21st Century Australia, with corporate watchdogs and a tough Trade Practices Act, how can a corporation and Victoria’s politicians get away with these examples of misbehaviour?”
· Claiming 80,000 corporates attend the event when there’s seating for less than 10,000 and those seats are mostly unoccupied for the first two days. The television pictures show it clearly.
· Claiming attendance of 300,000 when there are around 20,600 grandstand and 8,700 corporate seats. Including these and the sparse outfield crowd, the tv pictures will show a four day crowd under 200,000.

· Claiming 600 million international viewers for Melbourne’s event when independent ratings agencies give a global television audience less than 10% of that. A 90% discrepancy is definitely not an error – perhaps the Minister or the Premier can tell us what it is.

· Claiming 50,000 tourists come to this event. Really, where are all the extra flights? Are there any at all? And where do they stay? Wotif.com has plenty of empty rooms on Grand Prix weekend, right here in Melbourne, Australia. There’s an exodus of locals on Grand Prix weekend. Please ask the Minister and the Premier how their government and their corporation can make this claim with a straight face.
· Claiming the event delivers an economic benefit to Victoria when the Victorian Auditor-General determined it doesn’t, and found no evidence of an increase in tourism caused by the Grand Prix. The Auditor-General used a peer reviewed, industry recognized cost-benefit analysis but the Grand Prix corporation has used an economic model that adds up so called gross economic impact but refuses to disclose how that model works.

· Extending the contract for a further five years, committing us to an extra $400 million to $500 million in further taxpayer subsidies, on an economic analysis that the Premier has marked “cabinet in confidence”. This means it is hidden away for 30 years. The taxpayers need answers before the next election, Mr Brumby. Can the media please chase him for our democratic right to know?
Peter Goad also said, “The recent Queensland Government enquiry into the Gold Coast car racing fiasco disclosed the fact that 48% of the attendees went on free tickets. Our Government refuses to disclose the free tickets figures for Melbourne (“Truth on crowds would hurt us, admits GP chief”, The Age 28 Feb 08). Does this mean we have more to hide than Queensland?”
Secrecy and propaganda are the major impediments to accountability, which is a prerequisite for the proper functioning of the political process. Worse, they are the hallmarks of a diversion of power from the Parliament.

Information is the linchpin of the political process. Knowledge is, quite literally, power. If the public is not informed, it cannot take part in the political process with any real effect.

-The Fitzgerald Report on corruption in Queensland.

(The WA Inc enquiry into corruption had a similar conclusion)
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