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Three strikes and you’re out
 
“When will we be told the truth on the Grand Prix?” asked Peter Goad, president of Save Albert Park. 

If the three strikes rule was applied the grand prix would be run out of the state. 

• The first strike to their credibility was the findings of the Auditor-General in 2007 that the claimed economic and tourism benefits don’t exist; 

• The second: the actual global television audience - the supposed “branding” factor - was found to be about 10% of the figures claimed;

• The last refuge of a liar and a scoundrel is the blatantly outrageous claims on attendance every year.

Mr Ron Walker thinks F1 driver Lewis Hamilton can be forgiven for his hoon behaviour. What price the political and corporate hoon behaviour to boost a failing event?

 

This year it was claimed that the Grand Prix had over 300,000 attendees for the four days. Really? The television pictures showed this was wrong. There were a few thousand on the viewing mounds but vast lengths of track were largely deserted. The grandstands and corporate boxes together hold only around 30,000 and there were just a few lonely people in them on the first day. Our observations revealed a four-day crowd estimate of 157,680. 

 

The Government cannot tell the truth on this event. They have increased the attendance figure by a whopping 93% - a greater lie than they have been telling us on the global television audience.

 

We challenge the government to submit their claims to an independent audit – we already know the event doesn’t deliver value for Victoria. That cost-benefit audit has been done. But to continue to lie about the attendance - and therefore its supposed popularity - is cheating the people of Victoria. 
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