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Reporting of Formula One Grand Prix attendance numbers

The Grand Prix Corporation is economical with the truth. They cannot even reveal the truth to their shareholders – the Victorian public.

The Age headline in 2008 spoke of their attitude to accountability: “Truth on crowd numbers would hurt us, admits GP chief”. Victoria has a problem. As the Auditor-General found, we are not getting a return on our investment. Instead, the main measure boasted by this corporation - attendance figures - is overstated by 45% to 50% annually.

How can the taxpayers of Victoria discover the truth?

· At VCAT in 2007, The Australian Grand Prix Corporation admitted, “There was no way we could determine exactly how many people were actually in the venue.”  This is the only major event that does not use a bar-code, turnstile or similar direct system to accurately and honestly record attendances. 
· A formal offer by SAP to the Corporation this year to help count, audit or perform an accuracy check on a proper count was declined.
· Save Albert Park’s advice? Do your own check - look at the television footage to assess the crowd numbers. With fewer than 30,000 seats in total in the grandstands and corporate boxes added to a generally sparsely filled outfield, the crowd count would be under 200,000 over the entire four days. 
Save Albert Park president Peter Goad said, “Victorians expect our media to report the facts and not repeat lies and exaggerations, especially if they can reasonably be proved to be false. With the losses mounting on this event and an undisclosed number of free tickets handed out, the stakes are very high, especially when this money could instead be invested for the benefit of future generations of Victorians.”

Peter Goad also said, “The recent Queensland Government enquiry into the Gold Coast car racing fiasco disclosed the fact that 48% of the attendees went on free tickets. Our Government refuses to disclose the free tickets figures for Melbourne. Does this mean we have more to hide than Queensland?”

Contact Peter Logan, spokesperson for Save Albert Park, 0412697074 or 9699 1606

