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Baillieu fails duty of care

Students don’t get an education at the Grand Prix they get something else
Is Mr Baillieu concerned about the health and safety of school children taken by teachers to the Grand Prix under the Grand Prix’s “Schools Program”? Apparently not. He has not responded to letters of concern about the risks in this promotion.
Save Albert Park spokesperson Peter Logan said, “Mr Baillieu has failed in his duty of care to inform school principals, teachers and parents of schoolchildren attending the Grand Prix of possible health and safety issues concerning this event.”

Grand Prix Health and Safety Issues:

1.
There is a very real risk of permanent hearing damage – particularly to younger spectators – if earplugs are not worn.
There has been no warning on GP tickets and the Australian Grands Prix Act 1994 excludes compensation for hearing damage caused by excessive noise.

2.
The Grand Prix event is a celebration of fast and aggressive driving, and is staged on public roads with the imprimatur of the State Government. It is irrefutable that watching it will tend to encourage imitation, particularly in the case of young impressionable people. The Grand Prix event delivers a very negative road safety message which will only help to increase the road toll.

3.
 Alcoholic drinks are prominently advertised at the Grand Prix. Alcohol and fast driving are a lethal mix with young drivers. (Event sponsors include James Boag beer, Hardy wines, and Johnnie Walker whisky, and sponsors of the V8 Supercars include Jim Beam whiskey, Jack Daniels whisky, Bundaberg Rum and XXXX full strength beer.)

4.
 There appears to be a disturbing parallel between the locations of secondary schools attending the Grand Prix in recent years and the top 10 ‘hoon’ areas as identified by Victoria Police in their records of impounded cars since 2006. (www.save-albert-park.org.au media releases)

Mr Logan said, “Neither the Department of Education and Early Childhood Development nor the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority endorse the F1 Grand Prix as an ‘educational activity’. Mr Baillieu has to show some leadership and say clearly and firmly children need a real education in a safe environment.”
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