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And it’s time the media checked out GP visitor claims
Save Albert Park's Attendance Count Coordinator, Colin Smith, says the Minister for Tourism and Major Events, Mr Pandazopoulos, should check his facts. The Minister is quoted in The Age today (March 2), saying:’ About 50,000 people are expected to visit Melbourne for the race – including 30,000 from interstate and 20,000 from overseas.’
“He got that from the NIEIR (the government consultants, National Institute of Economic and Industry Research) report on the 2000 event”, Mr Smith said, “but he's got it seriously wrong.”
NIEIR said (at page ‘i’ of their report) that the 2000 event ‘attracted 15,996 interstate and 7,556 overseas visitors who came to Victoria solely because of the Grand Prix (and 28,627 and 19,627 total visitors respectively).’
“That is”, Mr Smith said, “NIEIR found there were 48,254 visitors, but that only 23,552 of them came to Victoria solely because of the Grand Prix. The other 24,702 would have been here anyhow, for other reasons.”    
These figures assume acceptance of NIEIR’s interpretation of the answers to some badly worded questions in a patron survey. The independent consultants, Economists At Large, reviewed the NIEIR reports for Save Albert Park and suggested that the proportion of total visitors who came to Melbourne solely for the Grand Prix might be as low as 30%, that is numbering about 14,500, rather than 23,552.” Save Albert Park has proved repeatedly that AGPC attendances over four days are overstated by about 45%, and that the same goes for their patronage claims. The true patronage in 2000 was – at best – about 110,000, rather than the 159,448 claimed in the NIEIR report. 
So the total number of out-of state visitors  (assuming about one third of the patronage) comes down to about 37,000. Visitors here solely for the Grand Prix then number about 18,000 (using NIEIR methodology), and even lower, about 11,000, if you agree with Economists at Large.
“So “, said Mr Smith, “however you look at it, most of the big-spending visitors aren't even here! Or, if they are, not for the Grand Prix!” 
“This knocks a substantial hole in those economic impact claims, and also the credibility of Minister Pandazopoulos”.
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