Media release: November 5, 2004
10 years of the Save Albert Park Vigil

      On Sunday, November 7 2004, members of Save Albert Park, with family and friends, will gather in Albert Park Reserve to mark 10 years of operation of its ‘Vigil’.  

The Vigil began on November 5 1994 when reconstruction of the park into a motor racing circuit was about to commence. It was then located in Aughtie Drive opposite the entrance to the former Hellas soccer stadium, and operated seven days a week. Its purpose was to provide early warning of any unusual building activity, so that appropriate protest action could be organized.

     Early in 1995, the Vigil moved to its present location, just inside the park opposite the offices of the Grand Prix Corporation in Albert Road.  

     On November 5, 2004, during ten years and 2589 days of operation, the Vigil will have maintained a regular reminder to the State Government and its corporate supporters that motor racing is an intolerable, gross misuse of public parkland.  

     It is not simply the Formula One Grand Prix in the park which is intolerable, but the manner in which the event was imposed on the community, without public consultation, by trampling on basic civil rights and, perhaps worst of all, by imposing an all-pervasive secrecy, and using exaggerated attendance figures and deceptive information to create the illusion that the event generates an enormous economic benefit to the state. 

     Ten years of operation of the SAP Vigil represents countless thousands of  ‘man-hours’ of hard work and patient keeping of the watch, regardless of the weather and the mockery and abuse from some of our fellow citizens.  

       The words of Robert Richter QC, recorded in Nina Landis’ 1995 photo essay ‘NO ENTRY’ provides part of the answer as to why Save Albert Park has put so much effort and resources into the Vigil.

      ‘…. the campaign to save Albert Park must be seen as much more than the expression of displeasure by a group of parochially interested residents, because if the government can do it to them it can do it to all of us .The real issue is the extent to which we have systems in place which safeguard rights and freedoms in what we have too often taken for granted as a democracy. 
      Sadly it seems that apart from the existence of a vigilant citizenry willing to protest, the preservation of our rights and liberties is in no way entrenched and needs to be constantly defended.’
   To commemorate the occasion, SAP has commissioned the construction of a massive bench seat by Bill Henshall, the well known artist-craftsman. With the agreement of Parks Victoria, the seat is to be installed in the park close to the Vigil site. 
    The seat has a bronze plaque bearing the words:

           Your parks are your breathing spaces. Guard them. Cherish them.
                                                                                     Patrick White 1972
            10th anniversary of the Save Albert Park Vigil, November 5 2004  
   The seat will be formally ‘opened’ during the event by Senator Lyn Allison, a staunch, long-time supporter of the campaign.

